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November 19, 1999

Mr. Larry Johnson
Manager, Marine Operations
Foss Maritime Co.
9030 N.W. St. Helens Road
Portland, Oregon 97231

Re: Request for Performance of Preliminary
Assessment with Sampling - Foss Maritime Co.
Site

Dear Mr. Johnson:

This letter informs you of the results of our review of information regarding hazardous substance
contamination at the Foss Maritime Co. facility located at 9030 N.W. St. Helens Road in
Portland, Oregon. The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has determined that
the Foss Maritime Co. site is a high priority for a preliminary assessment with sampling and
requests that Foss Maritime Co. perform a preliminary assessment with sampling in accordance
with the Environmental Cleanup Law, Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) 465.200 el .vecy.

The Foss Maritime Co. facility is located within or near a portion of the Willamette River known
as the Portland Harbor. A 1997 investigation revealed significant contamination of sediments
within the harbor. DEQ has-undertaken review of available information regarding properties —
throughout the harbor to identify potential sources of the sediment contamination. The results of
DEQ's review for the Foss Maritime Co. facility are summarized in the enclosed Strategy
Recommendation

Based on this review, DEQ has determined additional information is necessary to determine
whether hazardous substances have been released or threaten to be released at the Foss Maritime
Co. facility and come to be located in Willamette River sediments. The preliminary assessment
with sampling will ful ly evaluate all upland, in-water and over-water activities that might have
resulted in the release of hazardous substances and include sufficient sampling to assess whether
hazardous substances have come to be located in Willamette River sediments at-or near the Foss
Maritime Co. facility. At a minimum, sampling will include the collection of surface and
subsurface sediment samples at appropriate points adjacent to the Foss Maritime Co. facility.
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DEQ proposes that your performance of the preliminary assessment with sampling be
governed by the enclosed Voluntary Cleanup Letter Agreement. The facility's preliminary
assessment with sampling will be coordinated with harbor-wide sediments investigations
currently being pursued by DEQ. This will require commencement of the preliminary
assessment with sampling at the Foss Maritime Co. facility in the near future. DEQ
therefore requests that you review the enclosed Strategy Recommendation and Voluntary
Cleanup Letter Agreement, and inform DEQ whether will perform a preliminary
assessment with sampling by signing and returning one original of the enclosed Voluntary
Cleanup Letter Agreement within 30 calendar days of mailing of this letter. Please retain
one signed original for your records. It is DEQ's expectation that a preliminary assessment
and sampling work plan will be completed and submitted to DEQ within six weeks of
signing the Voluntary Cleanup Letter Agreement.

Should you not agree to perform the preliminary assessment with sampling by execution of the
Voluntary Cleanup Letter Agreement, DEQ will assume you are not willing to perform the
requested work. In this case, as with other facilities within the Portland Harbor, DEQ will
complete the preliminary assessment with sampling itself, with subsequent cost recovery from
liable parties. "

Finally, please be advised that DEQ is required by ORS 465.330 to recover remedial action costs
incurred by DEQ, including for site assessment activities. You will be receiving an invoice in the
near future for DEQ's costs of preparing the Strategy Recommendation for the Foss Maritime
Co. facility. Reimbursement of future DEQ costs will be provided through the Voluntary
Cleanup Letter Agreement for the facility, if one is entered.

Please Contact me at 503 229-5648 if you have any questions regarding the enclosed Strategy
Recommendation . . .

Sincerely,

Eric Bliscfflce,
Coordinator
Portland Harbor Study Area
Waste Management and Cleanup Division

Enclosures

KurtBurkholder, DOJ
Dave St. Louis, Manager, NWR Site Assessment Program
Mike Rosen, NWR Voluntary Cleanup Program
Gil Wistar, Coordinator, Site Assessment Program
ESCI File No.: 2364


